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Regional Reserves where economic development should
be built around natural resources and landscape values.

Open Space Initiatives. Greenways ««........ and
Greenspaces (B being created through public and/or
private leadership (see index).

Philadelphia
o

Agricultural Areas where farming remains a prominent
land use and economic activity.

- Federal, State, and Local Parks, Forests, and Wildlife
Management Areas.

- Watershed Lands owned by public or private utilities
and managed to protect public drinking water supplies.

Developed and Developing Lands where urban or
suburban uses predominate.

Plate 1B: Greensward Summary Map (© Regional Plan Association).
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BUILDING A METROPOLITAN GREENSWARD

The Metropolitan Greensward is a vision of a system of protected open spaces, greenways
and rural landscapes that distinguish the cities and suburbs of the New York/New Jersey/
Connecticut metropolitan region. By implementing the Greensward, the Region will
conserve its critical natural resource systems, its recreational opportunities and the work-
ing landscapes of farms and forests. Together, these protected open lands will help shape
future patterns of growth in the Tri-State Region.

REGIONAL RESERVES

To construct the Greensward, the Region must help communities manage change
in nine special places, or “regional reserves,” which encompass the Region’s most
important scenic, biological and water resources and which are now threatened by
urban sprawl.

Catskill Park . Long Island Sound New York-New Jersey Harbor
i 7 Delaware River Valley The Appalachian Highlands of New York,  Shawangunk/Kitiatinny Mountains
B Hudson River Valley New Jersey and Connecticut Atlantic Seashore
Long Island Pine Barrens/Peconic Esfuary  New Jersey Pinelands Agricultural Areas

Block Island

f Sound

b Orient Pt
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;‘//&f % “ Greenway and Greenspace Initiatives
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Building the Greensward also means weaving together a network of Greenways and

Ay % N\ g%
41-:.:% ‘ Greenspaces that protects and enhances individual rivers, trails, ridgelines and urban
e open lands. Seventy-two of the most important public and private initiatives are
B ampon listed below.
O NEW YORK 26. Shore Bikeway/Jamaica Bay-Forest ~ 51. Passaic River
oy 1. Long Path Park Trail 52. Pyramid Mountain/Turkey
2. Route 28 Corridor 27. laurelton Parkway Greenway/ Mountain/Farny Highlands/
3. Mongaup River and Reservoirs Rockaway-Gateway Greenway Wyanokie Highlands
4. Neversink River and Gorge 28. Stafen Island Greenbelt 53. Ramapo Mountains and River
5. Deloware and Hudson Canal/Ontaric  29. North Shore Esplanade/Staten 54. Lower Palisades (liffs/Hudson
and Western Right-of-Way Island Railroad Trail Waterfront Walkway
6. Shawangunk Kill 30. West Shore Greenway 55. Rahway River/Arthur Kill Tributaries
7. Black Dirt Agricultural Area 31. South Shore Esplanade 56. Kuser Mountain
8. Sterling Forest 32. Oyster Bay Estate and Waterfront 57. Soutland Mountain Ridge
9. Hudson River Shore Trails 33. Underhill Estate 58. Bayshore Project
10. Wappinger (reek 34. Nassaw-Suffolk Border Trail 59. Manosquan River
11. Stissing Mountain 35. Cross County Trail 60. Northern Barnegat Bay/Metedeconk
12. Harlem Valley Right-of-Way 36. North Fork Trail River
13. Nellie Hill 37. South Fork/Montauk Trail
14. Putnamy/Northern Tier Greenway 38. Dwarf Pine Barrens CONNECTICUT
15. Great Swamp 39. Shinnecock Bay Tidal Wetlands 61. Robbins Swamp
1. Putnam Division Right-of-Way 40. Robbins Island 62. Housatonic River and Tributaries
17. Hutchinson River Parkwoy 41. long Pond Greenbelt 63. Mianus River
18. Hudson River Woterfront Park 64. Meitt Parkway/Wilbur Cross
19. Eost River Esplanade NEW JERSEY Parkwoy
20. Harlem River Esplanade /Putnam 42. Paulins Kill Trail 65. Bridgeport Hydraulic Lands
Railroad Greenway 43. Beor Swamp 66. Pequonnock River
21. Bronx River Trailway/Soundview 44. Wallkill River Greenway 67. West Rock Ridge Trail
and Ferry Point Parks 45, Deloware River Greenway 68. Boston and Maine Right-of
22. tast BronxCity Islond Greenway 46. Lehigh and Hudson Right-of Way/ Way,/Farmington Canal
23. Queens-East River Greenway/North Pequest Greenway 69. Farmington River
Shore-Flushing Meadow Trail 47. Mors Canal 70.  Metocommet Trail
24. Brooklyn-Queens Greenway /North 48. Musconetcong River 71.  Metabasset Trail
Brooklyn Greenway/Piers 1-5 49. lamington/Black River 72. New Haven Water Co. Lands
25. Cross Brooklyn Greenway 50. Lenape Trail/Patriofs’ Path

This map was prepared with the assistance of the Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, American Conservation Association,
and the USDA Forest Service
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CURRENT

ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT

CONVENTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Plate 1C: Alternative planning and zoning
can meet local needs without compromis-
ing the region’s resources. Here, the future
of a rural village is projected under con-
ventional and alternative planning and
development guidelines.



















































Plate 2A: Three views of northern New
Jersey: at the present (upper left), as it will
look with current development patterns
(upper right), and how it could look if
developed in accordance with regional
design principles (lower left).



Plate 2B: Three views of an exurban
highway cloverleaf interchange: at the pre-
sent (upper left), as it will look with cur-
rent development patterns (upper right),
and how it could look if reoriented around
its village center and rail station (lower

left).



Plate 2C: Two views of an urban industrial waterfront: at present a mix of working and

derelict factories and dumps, and after reclamation.
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Plate 2D: Map of the Crosstown area and light-rail line.



Plate 2E: Max Bond’s design (with Navid Maghami) focuses on the empty lots and aban-
doned buildings west of 9th Avenue. To reinforce the fabric, strengthen the local street net-
work, and create a neighborhood, positive elements are improved and missing ones intro-
duced. Parks and buildings cover ramps (which are placed in tunnels), and a rolling park
connects the Port Authority Bus Terminal to the Javits Convention Center.




Plate 2F: Robert Geddes’ design proposes that the United Nations construct a bridge over
the East River, connecting the existing UN headquarters at 42nd Street to a new United
Nations Square on the Queens riverfront. The two-level pedestrian bridge would be a mod-
ern version of the Ponte Vecchio in Florence, with public cable-car and pedestrian prome-
nades, meeting rooms, offices, shops, restaurants, and lounges for delegates and the public.

Plate 2G: Keenen/Riley's schematic proposes multiple levels of public space, connected by
pedestrian and automotive circulation, for a northern anchor to the Javits Convention Cen-
ter and a westside locus along the Hudson River: a center with diverse functions, interior
and exterior spaces, and building types including a hotel and ferry terminal, an extension to
the convention center, a commerce center, a residential tower and a water treatment plant.
The proposal is inspired by the urban elements of the surrounding infrastructure—tunnels,

bridges, ramps, and exhaust towers.
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Plate 2H: Wayne Berg's proposal for Clinton Park claims the space created by the Port
Authority Bus Terminal’s elevated road structure and right of way for public use without
impeding transit. The plan would create an urban park by developing the space under and
between the elevated roadways for public uses. The space above—elevated to allow contin-
ued vehicular circulation—would be a park running from 9th Avenue to the Hudson River,
where it would tie into the planned Hudson River Park along Manhattan’s waterfront.



Plate 2I: The extensive transportation system west of the garment center might easily sup-
port greater bulk than the current zoning allows, if it is made to serve an intensive 24-hour
pattern of mixed uses. Colin Cathcart’s design advocates flexible loft structure and use per-
mits; the mapping of tolerance levels for noise, vibration, traffic, and other nuisances; and

a new sunlight-derived building envelope.
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Plate 2J: Jane Thompson (Thompson & Wood) would transform Pershing Square into a
worthy facade to Grand Central Terminal, a forecourt that unites the two sides of Park
Avenue with a square studded with shade trees, benches, and cafe tables. The arch under
the viaduct bridge would be reopened, while Park Avenue would be closed to automobiles
from 40th to 42nd Street and converted into a pedestrian park.




Plate 2K: R.M. Kliment & Frances Halsband Architects’ design illustrates connections
between subways, commuter trains, and the sidewalk grid. Crystal pavilions marking the
presence of the vast subterranean transit network would be the real gateways to Crosstown,
welcoming and sheltering travelers, bringing light into the tunnels, and providing orienta-
tion points at the entrances to the city.
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Plate 3B: Phase Il of Rx construction.
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Plate 3C: Phase Il of Rx construction.
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Plate 3D: Phase IV of Rx construction.
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Plate 3E: Completion of Rx system, including Tri-Boro Rx.
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PLANNING / LAND USE

Regional Plan Association, the nation’s oldest regional planning organization, has worked since
1929 to improve the quality of life in the New York-New Jersey-Connecticut metropolitan
area. RPA has crafted two long-term plans and successfully promoted their implementation
through advocacy and coalition building. The association’s Third Regional Plan describes a
series of key initiatives aimed at not only improving quality of life, but also at increasing eco-
nomic competitiveness, encouraging more sustainable patterns of growth, and expanding
opportunities and choice in employment, housing, and community. While focusing on the
New York—New Jersey—Connecticut metropolitan area, the Plan’s broad themes have universal
applicability to regions throughout the industrialized world.

“The Regional Plan Association has performed a service by setting visionary goals and stirring
public debate about how to get there.” —The Neio York Times

“Every planner should read this document in order to get an early warning of what is expect-
ed to occur in his or her backyard.”
—Paul H. Tanimura, Professor of Urban Planning, University of Tsukuba

“A Region at Risk goes beyond describing the problems facing the world’s most important
metropolis. RPA describes the choices New Yorkers face, how much those choices will cost,
and how to pay for them.”
—Henry R. Richmond, founder and former Executive Director of
1000 Friends of Oregon, and Chairman of the National Growth
Management Leadership Project

“This is an important document that aims to keep New York a world city after periods of dis-
investment and neglect. It contains significant infrastructural plans, including the long-awaited
improvement to airport access.”

—Caralampo Focas, Head of Research, London Research Center

“A Region at Risk defines a 21st century opportunity scenario for America’s greatest world
region, and in broad outline, for every ‘citistate’ of North America. In contrast to the brutish
path we are in danger of taking—of sprawl, pollution, inequity, economic paralysis—it lays out
a seamless whole of compact physical form, rebuilt communities, social equity and enhanced
workforce skills. These regional choices have become the most momentous of our time.”
—Neal Peirce, syndicated columnist and author of Citistates:
How Urban America Can Prosper in a Competitive World

Robert D.Yaro is executive director of Regional Plan Association, based in New York City.
Tony Hiss is author of The Experience of Place and is a visiting scholar at the Taub Urban
Research Center, New York University.

ISBN 1-559E3492-8

ISLAND PRESS

90000
Washington, D.C. ¢ Covelo, California
All Island Press books are printed on recycled, acid-free paper.
Cover design by Octavo.
O o 9 781559634922

Cover photo: New York City skyline from Ramapo Mountain State Forest, boundary of Bergen

and Passaic counties in the New Jersey Highlands. Copyright © George M. Aronson.
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